Sugar production dips 147 in past month

CHANGING SCENARIO. Output for the season down 1% at 281.8 lakh tonnes as 131 mills end operations
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India's sugar production dipped
by over 14 per cent in the past
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than normal, It impacted the
ovenall output in the country,
which reporved a fall for the first
time this season after positive
growth cvery fortnight during in
the five months since October.
MILLS MAY BENEFIT
According to Indian Sugar Mills
Associntion (ISMA), sugar pro-
duction in current season
starting October 2022 was 281.8
lakh tonnes (It} as of March 15
against 284.5 It during the same
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crease since the number of oper-
ing mills is almost at year-ago
the expert said,

As many a3 108 mills were in
operation as on March 15 against
104 factories in Uttar Pradesh,
the second biggest producer,
ISMA data showed. On the other
hand, 113 factories were crush-
ing against 184 mills in the

sugar-producing state of

marginal

menty,” said an industry official,
Currently, the ex-mill peices of
lqwm(ll'lsm ¢34/kg and
in  Maharashtra  ¥32-3250
whervas the government stipu-

lated minimum selling  price
(MSP) Is T31. The sugar industry
has been requesting the govern-
ment to increase MSP to €35-36,
sam a8 cost of production,

GLUT AVOIDED

“Wewill assess the productionin
our next meeting, which is likely
around April 25, as by that time
there wi
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and Karnataks and most of the
mifls in Uttar Pradesh will also



